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Research questions

A double comparison:

 International:

How the recent economic crisis (2008/09) shapes
public memories in Latin America and Europe?

« Intergenerational:

Are those memories structured according to the
age in terms of generational differences?



Theoretical background

* The memory of historical events is different
according to individual's age.

* People retain especially changes which occurred
during their adolescence and early adulthood
(« critical age »).

(Schuman & Scott, 1989; Schuman & Rodgers, 2004)



Research CEVI

Changements et événements au cours de la vie
Changes and events across the life course

An international study:

Argentina - Belgium - Bresil - Canada - Chile
China - France - Italy - Mexico - Switzerland

International coordination:  S. Cavalli & C.J. Lalive d'Epinay
(CIG, University of Geneva)

http://cig.unige.ch/recherches/cevi.html



Questionnaire

Let us now consider the main changes and events which occurred in your country and
in the world during yvour life. What are the ones which most struck you?
(You may answer up to four events)

L D Tl 18 (1 | R

Year(s):....... Yourage at thatmoment: ... Placeoftheevent: ... . . ... ...



Method

Open-ended questions

5 age-groups :
20-24, 35-39, 50-54, 65-69 and 80-84 years old

Non-random sample, stratified by age and gender
Self-administered questionnaire

Data collected by graduate students



Country

Argentina
Belgium
Chile

Ttaly

Mexico

Switzerland

Data collection

Date
2004

2009

2009

2009

2005 to

2007
2009

Place

Gran Buenos Aires
Province of Liege

Gran Concepcion

Padoue and region of
Venetia

City of Ledn
City of Zamora

Canton of Geneva

579

580

623

670

684
256

633
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Percentage of individuals mentioning
socio-historical changes

Chile
(2009)

Mexico
(2005-07)
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Percentage of individuals mentioning
socio-historical changes

Argentina Mexico
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Reasons for mentioning the « 2008/09
economic crisis » in Europe ()

Belgium Ttaly Switzerland
Global economic context
("capitalism”, "globalization") @ 6 @
Real economic effects
("unemployment”, "prices rise") @ 4 7
Personal effects
("fear of future”, @ 7
“loss of employment”)
Total of mentions 76 34 29
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Percentage of individuals mentioning
an important economic crisis

%

by country and by age

%o
—e—Arg (crisis 2001)
=B-Mx [crisis 1994]

—o—Belgium 70
—=-Italy 60
switzerland 20
=>«Chile 40
30

20

10

. 0

20-24 35-39 50-54 65-69 80-84
(19-23) (34-38) (49-53) (64-68) (79-83)

20-24 35-39 50-54 65-69 80-84
(17-21) (32-36) (47-51) (62-66) (77-81)
[9-13] [24-28] [39-43] [54-58] [69-73]

Age at

1 o .
interview
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The 9/11 was most
mentioned by the 20-24,
who were between 12 and 16

years old at that time ——9/11
[2001]

-=-WWII
[1939-1945]

Berlin Wall
[1989]

=>Case Dutroux
[1996]

7-11
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20-24 35-39 50-54 65-69 80-84
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10-20

12-16

-—-9/11
[2001]

-=-WWII
[1939-1945]

Berlin Wall
[1989]

—<Years of Lead
[1969-1980]
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20-24 35-39 50-54 65-69 80-84
(1985-89) (1970-74) (1955-59) (1940-44) (1925-29)



Percent of individuals mentioning
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Switzerland (2009) (%)

—-9/11

4 12-16 10-20 [2001]

—a—Berlin Wall
[1989]

-=-WWII
[1939-1945]

—>~Space exploration
[1969]

T . . . . Age at interview

20-24 35-39 50-54 65-69 80-84
(1985-89) (1970-74) (1955-59) (1940-44) (1925-29)
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Chile (2009) (%)

*in 1973
* in 1990

. 29-33 *
14-18 44-47 * —&—Dictatorship
[1973-1990]

12-16 --9/11
[2001]

16-20 31-35
—e—Return to democracy

[1988-1994]

—>~Earthqu. Valdivia
[1960]

T T T T 1 Age at interview

20-24 35-39 50-54 65-69 80-84
(1985-89) (1970-74) (1955-59) (1940-44) (1925-29)



Percent of individuals mentioning
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Argentina (2004) (%)

—&-Crisis
[2001]
17-21

—e—Falklands war
[1982]

—4—Dictatorship:
[1976-1983]

—<Return to democracy
[1983]

T T T T . Age at interview

20-24 35-39 50-54 65-69 80-84
(1980-84) (1965-69) (1950-54) (1935-39) (1920-24)
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Argentina by gender (2004) (%)

Men
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-m-Cpisis

[2001]

-a—Falklands war
[1982]

Women

—&—Dictatorships
[1976-1983]

17-21

20-24 35-39 50-54 65-69 80-84
(1980-84)(1965-69)(1950-54) (1935-39)(1920-24)
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Percent of individuals mentioning

Mexico (2005-2007) (%)

30 -
—o—Fox's election
[2000]

—a-Crisis
[1994]

--9/11
[2001]

—>~Earthqu. in Mexico
[1985]

0] . . ; . , Age at interview

20-24 35-39 50-54 65-69 80-84
(1981-87) (1966-72) (1951-57) (1936-42) (1921-27)




Conclusion

Geographical differences in memory
Europe versus Latin America

2008/09 economic crises are hot so much remembered
Exception of the young Belgian

Evidence for the Schuman's theory of a “critical age”

However, certain events shape a trans-generational
(national) collective memory

Ex.: dictatorships in Latin America



