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Research questions

A double comparison:

• International:

How the recent economic crisis (2008/09) shapes
public memories in Latin America and Europe?

• Intergenerational:

Are those memories structured according to the
age in terms of generational differences?



Theoretical background

• The memory of historical events is different
according to individual’s age.

• People retain especially changes which occurred
during their adolescence and early adulthood
(« critical age »).

(Schuman & Scott, 1989; Schuman & Rodgers, 2004)



Research CEVI

Changements et événements au cours de la vie 
Changes and events across the life course

An international study:

Argentina – Belgium – Bresil - Canada – Chile
China - France – Italy – Mexico - Switzerland

International coordination: S. Cavalli & C.J. Lalive d’Epinay

(CIG, University of Geneva)

http://cig.unige.ch/recherches/cevi.html



Questionnaire



- Open-ended questions

- 5 age-groups : 

20-24, 35-39, 50-54, 65-69 and 80-84 years old

- Non-random sample, stratified by age and gender

- Self-administered questionnaire

- Data collected by graduate students

Method



Data collection

Country Date Place N

Argentina 2004 Gran Buenos Aires 579

Belgium 2009 Province of Liège 580

Chile 2009 Gran Concepción 623

Italy 2009
Padoue and region of 

Venetia
670

Mexico
2005 to

2007
City of León

City of Zamora
684
256

Switzerland 2009 Canton of Geneva 633
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Switzerland 
(2009)
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Argentina
(2004)
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Chile 
(2009)
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Mexico
(2005-07)
N = 750

9/11 36 9/11 39 9/11 37 Crisis 2001 33 Dictatorship
1973-1990 49 Fox’s 

election
20

WWII 23 WWII 22 Berlin Wall 28 Falklands 
war 28 9/11 23 Crisis 1994 16

Berlin Wall 20 Berlin Wall 15 WWII 14 Dictatorship
1976-1983 28 Return to 

democr. (90) 19 9/11 15

Dutroux case 15
Years of 
lead 11 The progress 9 Return to 

democr. (83) 14 Earthquake 
Valdivia 17 Earthquake 

Mexico
9

Obama’s 
election

14 JP II death 7 Space 
exploration 8 9/11 13 Government

of Bachelet 9 Iraq war 9

Crisis 2008 -
2009

13 The progress 6 Obama’s 
election 7 Government 

of Menem 13 Government
of Allende 7 Colosio 

assassinat.
6

Space 
exploration

13 EU 6 EU 6 Gov. of Perón
(1st & 2d) 12 JP II death 7 Hurricanes 5

EU 11
Crisis 2008 -
2009 5 Tsunami 6 Attacks in 

Buenos Aires 12 JP II visit 7 October 
1968

4

Monarchy 8
Space 
exploration 5 Ecology 5 Iraq war 8 Earthquake 

Chillan 7 Sport 4

Baudouin I
King of Belg.

7
2nd Italian 
Republic 5 Crisis 2008 -

2009 5 Gov. of Perón 
(3d) 8 Obama’s 

election 6 Salinas’ 
election (88)

2
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Reasons for mentioning the « 2008/09 
economic crisis » in Europe (n)

Belgium Italy Switzerland

Global economic context
(“capitalism”, “globalization”)

27 6 15

Real economic effects 
(“unemployment”, “prices rise”)

22 4 7

Personal effects
(“fear of future”,
“loss of employment”)

27 24 7

Total of mentions 76 34 29
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Italy (2009) (%)
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Chile (2009) (%)
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Argentina (2004) (%)
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Argentina by gender (2004) (%)
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Conclusion

• Geographical differences in memory
Europe versus Latin America

• 2008/09 economic crises are not so much remembered
Exception of the young Belgian

• Evidence for the Schuman’s theory of a “critical age”

• However, certain events shape a trans-generational 
(national) collective memory

Ex.: dictatorships in Latin America


